
 

 

JIB SHEET  
OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE ROCHESTER CANOE CLUB  

From the Commodore  

Hello RCC Family: 
 
What a crazy stretch of weather we are having. Not 
that I am complaining, but I canõt seem to remember 
being able to get down the road to RCC so early.  This 
can only mean one thing...itõs time to get the boats out 
of the clubhouse and start sailing.  What a great time 
of the year...birds are chirping, grass is greening, flow-
ers are blooming, and the trees are budding.  All this 
signals the start of the 2010 Sailing/Social season at 
RCC.  I canõt wait to start sailing and, just as impor-
tant, to see all my extended family at RCC. 
 

The Board Of Governors has been busy at work 
already this year getting budgets and dues situated, 
setting some short and long term goals and welcom-
ing new board members while saying goodbye to 
others.  Many thanks to past Commodore Gary 
Skillman for his leadership over the last 6 years and 
his assistance with tax reduction for RCC.  He con-
tinues on in his leadership role as a member of the 
ògoose committee.ó  Also thanks to both Pia 
Stampe and Amy Gorton for their service and time 
commitment as RCC board directors.  I would like 
to welcome new board members: Ralph Simpson 
(VC), Bill Dexter (future Rear Commodore), Gary 
Fritz and Lyn Parsons (Directors).  All bring numer-
ous years of RCC experience and have personally 
been involved in a variety of RCC activities such as 
past Boards, clam bake, RCC sailing school, regatta 

preparations, Brown Jug planning, and fleet captain 
experience.  I am truly proud of and excited about 
our current board and look forward to working with 
them for the 2010 season. 

 
Some of the Boardõs accomplishments thus far in-
clude budgeting for the 2010 season and establishing 
2010 dues. Ralph Simpson jumped into his role of 
Vice Commodore and busied himself setting up the 
club schedule and safety boat assignments (along 
with the fleet captains), regatta permits, winter so-
cial, and spring banquet.  The Board also approved 
Jim Tompkinsõs òdock projectó which will hopefully 
alleviate some of the problems launching Thistles 
from the hoist pad.  We have given the club by-laws 
a much needed òonce overó and have proposed 
changes that you all have seen included in the dues 
notice.  Those changes will be voted on at this 
monthõs BOG meeting.  Thanks to Gary Fritz and 
John Powers for working on those modifications.  
We have approved purchase of a new engine for the 
number 3 whaler (a.k.a. òRinky Dinkó).   Safety is 
our number one priority for our club and opera-
tional engines for our safety boats are an integral 
part of that.  Mike Conklin is currently working out 
the details regarding the engine.  The Board has ap-
proved future purchase of an additional club JY-15 
sailboat.  This boat will be utilized as a charter boat 
for prospective/current members. 
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From the Commodore Continued from Front Page: 

 

With low water levels, launching continues to be an 
issue, especially in the fall.  Right now the water lev-
els have not seemed to come up yet.  This seems 
odd and is a problem shared by all waterfront mu-
nicipalities that have dock space and launching fa-
cilities.  Getting a dredging permit is a time con-
suming and difficult job; we are in the final stages 
of securing a permit to dredge the area in front of 
the hoist pad.  Many thanks to Dan Fien and Mike 
Ingham who have spearheaded this endeavor.  I 
recently signed off on the permit application and 
hopefully we will get approval soon so that we have 
some water to hoist the boats into. 

 
As per constitution/by-laws,  I have appointed the 
following committees for the 2010 season:  Phyllis 
Kaukeinen-RC, Diane Ahlman, George Smith, Gary 
Skillman-Goose, Patty Tompkins-Membership, Gary 
Fritz, John Powers, Doug Kaukeinen-Constitution/
bylaws modification. 
 
During the debate over whether to build a ònewó 
clubhouse or not (including the club survey), it be-
came clear that the RCC general membership would 
like to see some upgrades/improvements to our club-
house and grounds.  Many of these improvements 
would be considered above and beyond general up-
keep and maintenance.  The past commodore and 
BOG have been discussing the need for a capital im-
provement committee to address such upgrades.  As a 
Board we need to act and respond in a responsible 
manner to the general membership.  The basic prem-
ise is that a better maintained and perhaps updated 
building and grounds will encourage more current 
membership participation and ultimately increase 
membership overall. So, another committee that I will 
be finalizing soon is a Capital Improvement Commit-
tee. The purpose of this committee is to think about 
long and short term capital improvements to RCC, 
plan how to coordinate multiple improvements over 
time, and work out a financial plan to pay for the im-
provements.  The committee will focus on capital im-
provement ideas generated from the board as well as 
the general membership and formulate action plans to 
accomplish the improvement goals.  This committee is 
not charged with the task of general maintenance of 
the clubhouse, but there may be some overlap with 
maintenance needs of the clubhouse.  I envision this 

committee working very closely with the current BOG 
and at the same time acting as a sounding board for 
the general membership. 

 
I hope that this springõs edition of the world famous 
Jib Sheet finds you all in good health and excited to 
get the season started.  Thanks to Miss D (Deirdre) 
for putting together such a wonderful Club Newslet-
ter.  It was nice to see many of you at the Curling 
experience!  Great idea Ralph!  As always, if you 
have any ideas/concerns, please donõt hesitate to 
contact the appropriate board member or myself. 

 
 
 All my best, 
 
 Doug Kaukeinen 

By Pat Tompkins 
 

As the new sailing season gets under way, we already 

have the pleasure of welcoming a new family into 

membership: 

  

Paul and Alissa Owens and daughter Sammie (who 

just turned 2) are known to many of us.  Paul joined 

with his parents and siblings as a teen in 1998, par-

ticipated in the junior sailing program and was active 

in the family boats for several years.  We are de-

lighted to have him and his new family back, espe-

cially as owner of Thistle 3235 (acquired from Don 

Naetzker).  Paul says he is looking forward to his 

return to RCC and skippering/crewing in Thistles. 

  

 There is a quick additional reminder as Jim and I 

head south (to hopefully warm weather) for most of 

April.  Any new applications that may be submitted 

in my absence should be sponsored by two voting 

members in good standing and given to a club officer 

or Mark Weider (who is also òkeeper of the keysó) 

for timely posting.  We look forward to seeing eve-

ryone in May for a great new season! 

Welcome 

New Members! 
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Words From the Vice  

 
Hello RCC Family 

 

Since accepting this job from Doug Kaukeinen, the RCC Board of Governors and the RCC general membership I 

have been busy brushing up on my vices ð within legal limits.  I have been working hard to ensure I am up to par 

with the honorable RCC Vice Commodores that have preceded me. [Mark and Leo:  That would make a good 

RCC historical article ð òRCC Vice Commodores: An exploration of the critical link between sailing and personal 

foibles (the softer side of vice)ó.]  This job can be fun! 

 

òIt has been my experience that folks who have no vices have very few virtuesó. 

~ Abraham Lincoln 

 

The 2010 sailing season is upon us and in case you missed it, our first event was the Winter Social in March  

hosted by the òother RCCó, the Rochester Curling Club .  About half of the 70+  attendees went out on the ice 

to learn how to throw in-turns, out-turns, takeouts, and draws along with the proper sweeping technique to help a 

rock to its target destination.  My thanks to John Walsh (a member of both RCCõs) for his help in organizing this 

event.  Iõll let the pictures convey the fun! 

We have worked out a reciprocal agreement between the two RCCõs for this year é they host a social for the 

RCC sailors during the Oct to April curling season and we host a social event for the RCC curlers during the RCC 

sailing season (April to October).  What a great fit!  We will be hosting the RCC curling members at our RCC 

Open House  on Saturday June 12 with a rain date scheduled for Sat July 10th.  We will need volunteers from all 

three fleets to help run the open house as I expect many more participants than we have had in past years with this 

special invite to our new friends from the Rochester Curling Club.  If you are not heading out for the Thistle Dis-

tricts that weekend then please put the open house on your calendar for 1-5pm Saturday June 12 and help intro-

duce our guests to sailing and our Rochester Canoe Club hospitality! 

 

Next on the agenda:  RCC Spring Banquet and Bocce Tournament , Friday April 16 , 5-10pm, Woodside 

Lodge, Black Creek Park, North Chili (see details included on Page 8 or your e-mail in-box).  Please RSVP today.  If it is 

after the April 9th RSVP deadline when you read this (highly probable since I am late getting this article to our 

lovely Jib sheet editor) then you better call me quick with your reservation and Bocce Team name! 

 

�6�D�L�O�R�U�V���J�R�Q�H���F�X�U�O�L�Q�·���P�D�G������Ian Fien releases a stone (above) 
while Mike Fortner and guest Monica Gebhardt (at right) sweep 
furiously.   Not quite ready for the Olympics, but great fun was 
had by all! Thank you Ralph, John, and the òotheró RCC! 
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